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Full Council

Thursday 30 August 2022
Council Chambers, Coleford

7.00 pm - 9.00 pm 

Minutes

At the Meeting of the Coleford Town Council, there were present:

Cllr. L Baker
Cllr. M Cox
Cllr. M Beard

Cllr. R Drury

Cllr. N Holloway

Cllr. H Lusty

Cllr. M Getgood
Cllr. P Kyne
Cllr. C Elsmore

Cllr. S Cox

Cllr. C Allaway-Martin
Chris Haine Town Clerk 
Laura-Jade Schroeder RFO/Assistant Clerk

97.
To receive apologies 

Apologies received from Cllrs. N Penny and J Simister
98.
To receive declarations of interest re: items on this agenda

Cllr Holloway declared a pecuniary interest in item 104 and would leave the meeting

99. To receive dispensation requests

No new dispensations were received
100. Public Forum

No members of the public were present

101. To agree the minutes of 28 July 2022

It was proposed and unanimously agreed to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting.
Cllr Baker signed the minutes

102. Matters arising from the minutes of 28 July 2022 

The Town Clerk updated that the ‘kissing gate’ at Bells Field has progressed and is scheduled to be installed within the month.
Cllr M Cox updated that the brief for UWE students has been completed; to investigate and assess recommendations for spaces for multigenerational use.

The Town Clerk updated that the cleaning staff member has been made aware of the planned reduction in hours, and an updated contract is being produced.
103. Reports from District and County Councillors

District Cllr Elsmore stated it had been a quiet month due to the summer break.

District Cllr Allaway-Martin’s email account is not working, so she is not receiving emails to the District Council account. This is being investigated urgently.

County Cllr Allaway-Martin updated re: care home closures, with 1 remaining, which will close in September. Empty beds across the county have now gone from 1000 to 400. She anticipates cuts to services due to budget cuts. She had a productive meeting with the Highways Officer and will update next time re: progress that has been made. A tracker will be kept to log all requests. Road re-surfacing may be done in the town instead of filling potholes to give a longer lasting surface.
7:13pm Cllr Holloway left the meeting

104. To agree Payments

After some discussion, it was proposed and unanimously agreed to make all payments, including verbally presented invoices, subsequent to the Payments Listing sent out to Members, Totalling: £34,093.81
7:25pm Cllr Holloway returned to the meeting

105. To agree Petty Cash payments for the Town Council and Tourist Information

Centre (TIC)

Petty cash payments were proposed and agreed.

106. To note the Cash Books and Bank Reconciliations

The cash books and bank reconciliations were noted. 

107. To note monthly Budget Figures

The RFO presented the budget figures, explaining some variances and invited questions. Budget figures were noted. Cllrs requested an analysis on events and KGV utilities overspend.
108. To receive comments re: proposed Standing Orders 22 Revision, and to make 


recommendations, as necessary regarding its adoption

After some discussion, two revisions to the Standing Orders were proposed:

Recommendations:

1. To change Standing Order 6d from 3 to 2 Cllrs.

Proposed: Cllr M Cox







Seconded: Cllr H Lusty

Unanimously agreed.

2. To add a Standing Order to say that the term of office of the Chair of the Council (Mayor) can stand for no more than 3 consecutive terms out of the 5 years.
Proposed: Cllr C Elsmore






Seconded: Cllr C Allaway-Martin

Agreed (9 in favour, 1 against, 1 abstained).
3. To defer the adoption of the Standing Orders to the next Full Council meeting when the amendments will have been made.

Proposed: Cllr M Beard







Seconded: Cllr N Holloway

Agreed (10 in favour, 1 against).

109. To receive an update re: FoDDC Local Plan, and to make recommendations, as necessary

Cllr M Cox updated re: the Local Plan to make Lydney the Primary Forest Town with over 3000 new homes to be built. After some discussion regarding the keeping the character of Coleford vs accessing monies to improve infrastructure, it was proposed and unanimously agreed for:

Recommendation: The Planning Committee to have the delegated authority to respond.

Proposed: Cllr M Cox 








Seconded: Cllr M Beard
110. To consider, and discuss, Forestry England’s position  re: Cannop Ponds, and to                                                                    
make recommendations, as necessary
After reading the statement from Forestry England and some discussion, it was proposed and unanimously agreed for:
Recommendations:

1. The Environment Committee to investigate and discuss this matter further

2. Coleford Town Council to invite Forestry England and West Dean Parish Council to an extraordinary meeting, open to the public, to present and discuss the matter.
Proposed: Cllr N Holloway






Seconded: Cllr C Elsmore
111. To consider Cost of Living increases, and the impact upon Coleford Residents, and to make recommendations, as necessary
Cllr P Kyne discussed the crisis that we are facing and made suggestions as to how we could help our residents. It was suggested that we may need to enact the Resilience Plan and the Warm and Well project was discussed. It was proposed that:

Recommendation:

1. To write a letter to Mark Harper MP pushing for extra assistance for the Forest of Dean, as a deprived area.

Proposed: Cllr N Holloway







Seconded: Cllr H Lusty

Agreed (10 in favour, 1 against).

2. To bring forward the next Public Safety meeting and make this discussion an agenda item.

Proposed: Cllr M Cox








Seconded: Cllr M Getgood


Unanimously agreed.

It was proposed and unanimously agreed to extend the meeting until 9:15pm.

112. To consider Christmas Lights invoice, and to make recommendations, as necessary.
After some discussion, it was proposed and unanimously agreed:
Recommendation: To pay the invoice in full, subject to a review of other monies donated.

Proposed: Cllr C Elsmore






Seconded: Cllr H Lusty
113. To consider the financial request from Gloucestershire Unit 81 to the World Scout 
Jamboree 2023, and to make recommendations, as necessary
After some discussion, it was proposed:
Recommendation: To pay the financial request, made out to the Scout Unit, not the individual
Agreed (9 in favour, 2 against)
114. To note Planning Committee Minutes of 26 July 2022 and 16 Aug 2022 

Planning Committee minutes were noted and Cllr M Cox reminded everyone that Nigel Gibbons would be meeting with them on the 5th September at 3:30pm.

115. To consider Planning Application P1105/22/FUL: Poolway Farm, Gloucester Road,          
Coleford: Proposed Development of 90 dwellings with associated access roads, footways,   parking, drainage, open space, and landscaping, retention, of Poolway Farmhouse and demolition of associated redundant ancillary buildings, and to make recommendations, as necessary

It was proposed and unanimously agreed that:

Recommendation: To defer this item to the Planning Committee meeting of 13th September to look at it in more detail and bring a recommendation to the September Full Council meeting.

116. Member Reports
Cllr M Cox – UWE students work
Cllr H Lusty – Liaising with Sylvan Close residents
Cllr P Kyne – Faddle Fair

Cllr M Getgood – GLCC Five Acres consultation, Local Plan, KGV disability work, Angel Vale volunteer programme, Bells watering and care of site

Cllr R Drury – “Oh Crumbs” production

Cllr M Beard – Clock Tower and Faddle Fair

Cllr C Allaway-Martin – local surgeries on public morale, Faddle Fair, Five Acres consultation

Cllr L Baker – Faddle Fair

117. To note the Town Clerk’s Report
The Town Clerk’s Report was noted.
118. To note Correspondence
The correspondence was noted.
9:10pm It was proposed and unanimously agreed to move the meeting in-committee
In-Committee

119. To consider, and agree recommendation from Recruitment Panel re: Administrative Assistant Post
Cllr M Beard provided the update from the recruitment panel and it was proposed:

Recommendation: To accept the panel’s decision and appoint the identified Administrative Assistant, without interview, with associated pay scale recommendations and start date.
Agreed (10 in favour, 1 abstained)
Members also noted this recruitment exercise also secured via interview with CAP a successful candidate for their vacant position with the same pay scale arrangements, at CAP’s decision. This candidate to be employed by CTC and formally seconded for the duration of the one year fixed term contract. Formal letter of arrangements to be sent to Janet Marrott, CAP, to include repayment arrangements re: salary.

Meeting ended: 9.15pm
8                               

Signed ………………………
5
 Signed……………………….

